
‭Wonderwood Curriculum‬
‭for Building Knowledge‬

‭Week 2: Communities‬
‭Wonder Question: What do people need to live and thrive?‬

‭Overview‬

‭Last week we learned about maps. This week we are diving into communities. The idea that‬
‭connects these two topics is who do we live with and near.‬

‭Lesson Plans‬

‭Each week’s lesson plans will follow the same structure to‬‭BUILD‬‭children’s knowledge.‬
‭●‬ ‭B‬‭egin With Wonder‬
‭●‬ ‭U‬‭ncover Ideas‬
‭●‬ ‭I‬‭nquire Further‬
‭●‬ ‭L‬‭earn By Doing‬
‭●‬ ‭D‬‭ecide What’s Next‬

‭All printables and the resource list is available‬
‭following the lesson directions.‬

‭This week we’re going to BUILD children’s‬
‭knowledge about communities.‬

‭●‬ ‭Day 1: Begin With Wonder (10-15 minutes)‬
‭●‬ ‭Day 2: Uncover Ideas (20-30 minutes)‬
‭●‬ ‭Day 3: Inquire Further (30-45 minutes)‬
‭●‬ ‭Day 4: Learn By Doing (20-30 minutes)‬
‭●‬ ‭Day 5: Decide What’s Next (20-30 minutes)‬

‭If you want more information about how the lessons are designed, refer to the‬‭Wonderwood‬
‭Curriculum Overview‬‭.‬

https://wonderwood.me/knowledge-building-curriculum
https://wonderwood.me/knowledge-building-curriculum


‭Wonderwood Curriculum for Building Knowledge‬
‭Week 2: Communities Lesson Directions‬

‭Day 1: Begin With Wonder (10-15 minutes)‬

‭Parent or Teacher Directions‬
‭1.‬ ‭Remind children that last week they learned about maps and the connection between‬

‭maps and this week’s topic is “Who do we live with and near?”‬
‭2.‬ ‭Share the week’s Wonder Question: “What do people need to live and thrive?”‬
‭3.‬ ‭Complete the Wonder Task.‬‭(Printable provided at the end.)‬

‭a.‬ ‭Watch the video:‬‭Types of Communities‬‭1‬‭.‬
‭b.‬ ‭Ask children what they notice and wonder about communities. Sample questions:‬

‭i.‬ ‭What do you notice about where people live?‬
‭ii.‬ ‭How are these places alike or different?‬
‭iii.‬ ‭What do all communities seem to need?‬

‭c.‬ ‭Have children write, draw, or dictate (and you write) what they notice and wonder‬
‭on their Wonder Task printable.‬

‭4.‬ ‭Create the Wonder Board for the week.‬‭(Printable provided at the end.)‬
‭a.‬ ‭Share that children will explore their wonderings this week: “What do you want to‬

‭find out about communities? We will spend this week seeking answers to our‬
‭Wonder Question and your questions.”‬

‭b.‬ ‭As needed, show them how to turn their wonderings into questions, e.g., “I wonder‬
‭who keeps our parks clean.” → “Who takes care of parks in our community?”‬

‭c.‬ ‭Then have children write, draw, or dictate (and you write) their questions on the‬
‭Wonder Board.‬

‭5.‬ ‭If children need some question inspiration, share some suggestions:‬
‭a.‬ ‭What is a community?‬
‭b.‬ ‭Who works in a community?‬
‭c.‬ ‭What buildings are important?‬
‭d.‬ ‭How do people help each other in our community?‬
‭e.‬ ‭What happens when something goes wrong in a community?‬

‭6.‬ ‭Post the Wonder Board in a place that’s easy to revisit.‬
‭7.‬ ‭Let the questions guide the knowledge building for the week.‬

‭Printables and Materials for Day 1‬
‭●‬ ‭Wonder Task‬
‭●‬ ‭Types of Communities‬
‭●‬ ‭Wonder Board (printed) or chart paper or poster board or white board/bulletin board with‬

‭index cards for the Wonder Board‬

‭1‬ ‭https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NR7z9FbUf5k‬
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‭Wonderwood Curriculum for Building Knowledge‬
‭Week 2: Communities Lesson Directions‬

‭Day 2: Uncover Ideas (20-30 minutes)‬

‭Parent or Teacher Directions‬
‭1.‬ ‭Review the Wonder Board (started on Day 1).‬

‭a.‬ ‭Ask: “What questions do we have?”‬
‭b.‬ ‭Select one or more questions to focus on for the day.‬

‭2.‬ ‭Complete Tuesday on the Knowledge Map.‬‭(Printable provided at the end.)‬
‭a.‬ ‭Remind children that the Knowledge Map is how they will keep track of what they‬

‭learn about communities this week.‬
‭b.‬ ‭Have children write, draw, or dictate (and you write) the selected questions on the‬

‭Knowledge Map for Tuesday.‬
‭c.‬ ‭Then work with them to identify what they already know, other questions they‬

‭might have, and how they will find their answers. Do not complete the last question‬
‭yet.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Have children spend 8-10 minutes using Wonderwood or exploring books about‬
‭communities either on hand or from a local library. See the Resource List: Communities‬
‭(Week 2) for options.‬‭(Printable provided at the end.)‬

‭4.‬ ‭Revisit the Knowledge Map.‬
‭a.‬ ‭Have children share what they learned from their exploration.‬
‭b.‬ ‭Discuss which questions they can now answer. As it makes sense, revisit the Wonder‬

‭Board to look for other questions they may now have answers for (even those they‬
‭didn’t identify at the beginning of the day) and document that status on the‬
‭Wonder Board.‬

‭c.‬ ‭Have children write, draw, or dictate (and you write) their answers to the last‬
‭question: What have you learned about communities? Answer your questions.‬

‭d.‬ ‭Lastly, have children share new questions they may have about communities after‬
‭their exploration. As it makes sense, add those questions to the Wonder Board.‬

‭e.‬ ‭Share progress on your questions and answers in The Knowledge Builders Club for‬
‭Families Facebook group.‬

‭Printables and Materials for Day 2‬
‭●‬ ‭Wonder Board (started on Day 1)‬
‭●‬ ‭Knowledge Map‬
‭●‬ ‭Wonderwood or books: Resource List: Communities (Week 2)‬
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‭Wonderwood Curriculum for Building Knowledge‬
‭Week 2: Communities Lesson Directions‬

‭Day 3: Inquire Further (30-45 minutes)‬

‭Parent or Teacher Directions‬
‭1.‬ ‭Have children complete Our Community Chart (Week 2) to show what they know.‬

‭(Printable provided at the end.)‬
‭a.‬ ‭Brainstorm examples in your community for each feature.‬
‭b.‬ ‭Then answer the questions about your community.‬
‭c.‬ ‭To further reinforce skills and knowledge, sort the different types of jobs into‬

‭categories, discuss what different community helpers have in common with each‬
‭other, or create charts or graphs representing statistics about community helpers‬
‭or features.‬

‭2.‬ ‭Review the Wonder Board (started on Day 1) and Knowledge Map (started on Day 2).‬
‭a.‬ ‭Prompt children to identify and select one or more questions to focus on for the‬

‭day.‬
‭b.‬ ‭Have children write, draw, or dictate (and you write) the selected questions on the‬

‭Knowledge Map for Wednesday.‬
‭c.‬ ‭Then work with them to identify what they already know, other questions they‬

‭might have, and how they will find their answers. Do not complete the last question‬
‭yet.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Have children spend 10-15 minutes using Wonderwood or exploring books about‬
‭communities either on hand or from a local library. See the Resource List: Communities‬
‭(Week 2) for options.‬

‭4.‬ ‭Revisit the Knowledge Map.‬
‭a.‬ ‭Have children share what they learned from their exploration.‬
‭b.‬ ‭Discuss which questions they can now answer. As it makes sense, revisit the Wonder‬

‭Board to look for other questions they may now have answers for (even those they‬
‭didn’t identify at the beginning of the day) and document that status on the‬
‭Wonder Board.‬

‭c.‬ ‭Have children write, draw, or dictate (and you write) their answers to the last‬
‭question: What have you learned about communities? Answer your questions.‬

‭d.‬ ‭Prompt children to consider different aspects and connections to communities. Use‬
‭the Semantic Map: Communities to share new connections to communities.‬
‭(Printable provided at the end.)‬

‭e.‬ ‭Lastly, have children share new questions they may have about communities. As it‬
‭makes sense, add those questions to the Wonder Board.‬

‭Printables and Materials for Day 3‬
‭●‬ ‭Our Community Chart (Week 2)‬
‭●‬ ‭Wonder Board (started on Day 1)‬
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‭Wonderwood Curriculum for Building Knowledge‬
‭Week 2: Communities Lesson Directions‬

‭●‬ ‭Knowledge Map (started on Day 2)‬
‭●‬ ‭Wonderwood or books: Resource List: Communities (Week 2)‬
‭●‬ ‭Semantic Map: Communities (Week 2)‬
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‭Wonderwood Curriculum for Building Knowledge‬
‭Week 2: Communities Lesson Directions‬

‭Day 4: Learn By Doing (20-30 minutes)‬

‭Parent or Teacher Directions‬
‭1.‬ ‭Review the Knowledge Map (started on Day 2).‬

‭a.‬ ‭Say: “We can learn about communities from texts we listen to or read. We can also‬
‭learn by doing. Today we will apply what we know about communities and learn‬
‭more about communities by exploring them.”‬

‭b.‬ ‭Ask: “What do you know about communities?”‬
‭2.‬ ‭Engage in a Learn By Doing Experience about communities (provided below).‬‭Note: There‬

‭are 4 options, or be creative and come up with your own!‬
‭3.‬ ‭Revisit the Knowledge Map.‬

‭a.‬ ‭Have children share what they learned from their experience.‬
‭b.‬ ‭Have children write, draw, or dictate (and you write) their answers to Thursday’s‬

‭question: What have you learned about communities?‬
‭c.‬ ‭Prompt children to consider different aspects and connections to communities. Use‬

‭the Semantic Map: Communities to share new connections to communities.‬
‭d.‬ ‭Lastly, have children share new questions they may have about communities after‬

‭their exploration. As it makes sense, add those questions to the Wonder Board.‬

‭Printables and Materials for Day 4‬
‭●‬ ‭Wonder Board (started on Day 1)‬
‭●‬ ‭Knowledge Map (started on Day 2)‬
‭●‬ ‭Semantic Map: Communities (Week 2)‬
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‭Wonderwood Curriculum for Building Knowledge‬
‭Week 2: Communities Lesson Directions‬

‭Learn By Doing Experience: Communities (Week 2)‬

‭Option One: Interview a Community Helper‬
‭●‬ ‭Work together to write interview questions. For example:‬

‭○‬ ‭What is your name?‬
‭○‬ ‭What do you do in our community?‬
‭○‬ ‭Who else do you work with?‬
‭○‬ ‭How long have you lived in our community?‬
‭○‬ ‭What is your favorite thing about our community?‬

‭●‬ ‭Help children secure an interview with a postal worker, librarian, sanitation worker, etc.‬
‭For older children (particularly if the community helper is someone they know), consider‬
‭having them join them on the job for a whole or part of a day.‬

‭●‬ ‭Help children conduct the interview and record it (assuming the interviewee consents to‬
‭being recorded).‬

‭●‬ ‭Then watch the interview with the whole family.‬
‭●‬ ‭Reflect on the interview: “What do you like about the job? What do you dislike? What job‬

‭do you want to do when you grow up?”‬

‭Option Two: The Ideal Community‬
‭●‬ ‭Ask: “If you lived in a dream or ideal community, what would it include?”‬
‭●‬ ‭Refer to your Our Community Chart (Week 2) to identify the different community features.‬
‭●‬ ‭As needed, visit and/or observe places in the community to become more familiar with‬

‭each of the features.‬
‭●‬ ‭Then have children describe and draw their dream or ideal community (e.g., they can draw‬

‭a map), including each of their dream community features.‬
‭●‬ ‭Ask: “What does your dream community need to thrive? How is your dream community‬

‭different from our current community? What might we do now in our community to get‬
‭closer to making your ideal community real?”‬

‭Option Three: Community Tour‬
‭●‬ ‭Research and select 2-3 different community institutions (e.g., school, park, library,‬

‭courthouse, city hall, post office, fire station) where there are community helpers to visit‬
‭on a field trip.‬

‭●‬ ‭Before the field trip, get any permissions you need to visit, and then have children read or‬
‭make a map of the community and mark the places that you plan to visit and figure out‬
‭how you will get there (e.g., what route will you take and how will you sequence your‬
‭visits).‬

‭●‬ ‭At each location, find a place to observe what happens and who visits the institution.‬
‭●‬ ‭Ask: “Who is in our community? What do you notice and wonder about them?”‬
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‭Wonderwood Curriculum for Building Knowledge‬
‭Week 2: Communities Lesson Directions‬

‭●‬ ‭Have children create a list of what they notice and wonder and draw pictures of their‬
‭observations.‬

‭●‬ ‭After the field trip, have children share their observations with a family member who‬
‭didn’t participate in the field trip.‬

‭●‬ ‭As an optional extension, ask children to create a story about a community helper. Have‬
‭them write it down and illustrate it or dictate it and you write it down. Then read the story‬
‭to a family member.‬

‭●‬ ‭Share either the observations or story with The Knowledge Builders Club for Families‬
‭Facebook group.‬

‭Option Four: Community Service Project‬
‭●‬ ‭Research and select a community service project. It could be a book or food drive or a‬

‭community clean-up day.‬
‭●‬ ‭Discuss what you will need to do to participate in the project (e.g., how to sign up, what‬

‭tools to bring, what clothes to wear, etc.) and make a plan.‬
‭●‬ ‭Then participate in the service project.‬
‭●‬ ‭Be sure to take pictures and videos to document the experience!‬
‭●‬ ‭After the project, reflect on the experience: “What did you do? Who else participated?‬

‭What did you learn? How else might we help in our community?”‬
‭●‬ ‭Then have children create a book or video of the experience with the pictures and‬

‭descriptions of what was done.‬
‭●‬ ‭Share your experiences with The Knowledge Builders Club for Families Facebook group.‬

‭8‬ ‭© Learning Tapestry‬



‭Wonderwood Curriculum for Building Knowledge‬
‭Week 2: Communities Lesson Directions‬

‭Day 5: Decide What’s Next (20-30 minutes)‬

‭Parent or Teacher Directions‬
‭1.‬ ‭Review the Wonder Board (started on Day 1) and Knowledge Map (started on Day 2).‬

‭a.‬ ‭Ask: “What have you learned about communities? What do you still want to learn?”‬
‭b.‬ ‭Have children write, draw, or dictate (and you write) the selected questions on the‬

‭Knowledge Map for Friday.‬
‭c.‬ ‭Then work with them to identify what they already know, other questions they‬

‭might have, and how they will find their answers. Do not complete the last question‬
‭yet.‬

‭2.‬ ‭Have children spend 8-10 minutes using Wonderwood or exploring books about‬
‭communities either on hand or from a local library. See the Resource List: Communities‬
‭(Week 2) for options.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Revisit the Knowledge Map.‬
‭a.‬ ‭Have children share what they learned from their exploration.‬
‭b.‬ ‭Have children write, draw, or dictate (and you write) their answers to the last‬

‭question: What have you learned about communities? Answer your questions.‬
‭4.‬ ‭Revisit the Wonder Board.‬

‭a.‬ ‭Have children review and identify any remaining unanswered questions and‬
‭document that status on the Wonder Board.‬

‭b.‬ ‭As children express interest in answering the unanswered questions, encourage‬
‭them to further explore Wonderwood or unexplored books about communities on‬
‭their own/during their free time to answer these questions.‬

‭5.‬ ‭Close out the week.‬
‭a.‬ ‭Say: “This week we’ve focused on what people need to live and thrive.”‬
‭b.‬ ‭Ask a follow-up question such as:‬

‭i.‬ ‭“What do you love most about your community?”‬
‭ii.‬ ‭“What could make it better?”‬
‭iii.‬ ‭“Who makes your community special?”‬
‭iv.‬ ‭“What is your favorite question we asked?”‬
‭v.‬ ‭“What is a question you still have?”‬

‭vi.‬ ‭“What are you looking forward to learning about next?”‬
‭c.‬ ‭Have children draw a badge for themselves that shows what they learned (e.g., a‬

‭helping hand or a special community building or landmark).‬
‭d.‬ ‭Share the badges and what your children learned about communities in The‬

‭Knowledge Builders Club for Families Facebook group.‬
‭6.‬ ‭Make connections and move the learning forward as a bridge to next week.‬

‭9‬ ‭© Learning Tapestry‬



‭Wonderwood Curriculum for Building Knowledge‬
‭Week 2: Communities Lesson Directions‬

‭a.‬ ‭Say: “Now that we know more about our community and who lives here, next week‬
‭we’re going to learn more about what brings us together. What do you think our‬
‭topic will be?”‬

‭b.‬ ‭Have children share their guesses.‬
‭c.‬ ‭Then say: “We will pick up our knowledge journey next week.”‬

‭Printables and Materials for Day 5‬
‭●‬ ‭Wonder Board (started on Day 1)‬
‭●‬ ‭Knowledge Map (started on Day 2)‬
‭●‬ ‭Wonderwood or books: Resource List: Communities (Week 2)‬
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